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So Many  Fish…...So Little Time 

A Note from Your President! 

. 

Hello to Everyone! 

Well, it’s now 2026 and how the time goes by.  I hope everyone had a wonderful   

holiday enjoying family and friends.  I’m looking forward to the New Year and hope I 

can do as good a job as my predecessors.  I want to thank Paul Lorson for doing 

such a great job for the past 4 years and Tony Smock for always backing him up.  

Without these two, we could not have kept things going like we have. 

Our move to the American Legion Hall for our meetings has been a change but I 

think we have transitioned well.  There may be a time when we are able to go back to 

the Senior Center but for now, we are doing fine and have been treated well by the 

staff.  Thanks to all that help each month setting up and taking down the tables and 

chairs for the meeting. 

One of our Surf Fishing regulars, Jerry Watanabe, has agreed to take over this outing 

from me.  He has some terrific ideas of where to fish each month and dates are    

already planned.  Jerry likes to cook too, and has a menu already planned for lunch 

each month.  Sometimes, John Jessup surprises us with Breakfast Chorizo Burritos.  

We are hoping to get more attendance at this and all of our events and hope to get 

our membership numbers up.  If you have ideas for increasing membership, please 

let me know. 

This month’s meeting is one of my favorites of the year.  We are blessed to have Ron 

Parker, who puts together an incredible video with music of all our meetings and  

outings.  I always look forward to seeing all the fun we have had throughout the year. 

I’m looking forward to a fun year of fishing and camaraderie.  Picnics, Camping, 

Tuesday Time Out, and most importantly Fishing! Fishing! and more Fishing! 

So you can reach me better, I’ve changed my e-mail to the following: 

  

President2026SeniorAnglers@gmail.com 

Cheryl Brandstrom 
President 

mailto:President2026SeniorAnglers@gmail.com


2 

 
HOOK, LINE AND SINKER                                                                                                                                                                        JANUARY 2026 

Bill Modi 
Program Director 

 FRESHWATER 

UPCOMING CAMPING TRIPS  
Yucaipa Regional Park - January 22—27  

Wagon Masters: Bob and Karen Taylor  

 

We will be camping at Yucaipa again this January. If you would like to go and haven’t made reservations, call 

Yucaipa Regional Park at 909-790-3127. Request a site closest to Group Sites 4 or 10. Please call us at 760-

518-2557 when you have made your reservations and let us know your site number and the days you will be 

attending.  

 

Santee Lakes – March 7 to 12  

Wagon Masters: Al and Colleen Wilson  

 

We will be in Space 121. Try to get a space around that area. You will be responsible for making your own 

reservation. If you have a Good Sam’s Travel membership, you can get 10% off the cost. You can make reser-

vations by phone at 619-596-3141 or book online at www.santeelakes.com. Please text Colleen at 760-310-

3750 to let us know which space you are in. As of now, they will plant 1,000 trout in lakes 3 and 6 on March 

6th. Lake 6 is restricted to registered campers only. We hope you can join us.  

 

Our program this month will be the 2025 Year in Review.  Ron Parker puts it together each year, and it is 

always so interesting to see all the things we do and the places we go.  Ron makes it even better by adding 

Fun music. 

We got to preview it at the Awards Banquet and Holiday Party, but it wasn’t the final edition.   

Our February speaker with be Jim Stevenson.  His talk is entitled “How I catch the big ones!!!” 

 PROGRAMS 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Jim MacIsaac 
Community Events 
 

YOUTH DAY 
 
Youth Day is on February 21, and more information will be forthcoming.  Please set aside the date.  We will 

need a lot of help with this great event. 
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TROUT CHALLENGE 

 FRESHWATER 
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We had a December trout challenge at Lake Wohlford on Saturday the 13th. I got there at 4:10 in the 

morning and got in line behind 40 cars. “Don’t know how many were behind me!” 

 

The gates opened at 6 a.m. and it was a mad rush!  Got a place at the shoreline. The line to get permits 

was doubled back. There were five members in the challenge, and no one even got a bite! We did 

see one guy that got hit two times but wasn’t able to set the hook. There was a young man with his grand-

father that got a nice one on a jig and lost it at the shoreline. So sad! Don’t know the problem with the 

catching.  Even the eagle didn’t seem to have any luck, but it was a beautiful hot day and great to be out. 

A nice surprise was the road going up to the lake. It’s been resurfaced!  

Our next trout challenge will be on Monday, January the 5th at Lake Wohlford.  They will be planting 

1,000 lbs. on December the 29th.  The gate opens at 6:00 a.m. and, as usual, I will be at the senior shore-

line.  They will be planting 1,000 lbs. every Wednesday at Wohlford and Dixon for the rest of the season. 

Hope you can make it! 

 

/ 

 Al Wilson 
Freshwater Vice President 

 

 

Tony and Brian went fishing 12/18 at Lake Wohlford. Unfortunately, Brian didn’t get a bite, but Tony got  

two catfish. When they were leaving, the Fish and Game truck dropped off another 1500 lbs. of trout. 

MORE FRESHWATER FISHING 
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As some of you may have heard, I am taking over the monthly Saltwater fishing challenges from 
Cheryl, and John Jessup will manage June, July, August and September (the months that we will 
be up in Northern California.  

I have selected fishing days for Jan-May 2026 based on when the tides are the greatest from top 
to bottom! Usually the times of the month when there are minus low tides. January's date has 
6.9' of tide movement,  February's has 6.6' of tide movement,  March has 5' of tide move-
ment,  April has 5.2' of tide movement  and May has 6.3' of tide movement!  I chose these dates 
as they are not in conflict with the club's planned camping trips and there is ample parking and 
bathrooms!! 

I have listed April as a Mission Bay location and "Boat Day!" I am investigating places that rent 
boats that can handle live bait and the number of folks that are interested in drifting the Bay for 
Halibut or whatever we can catch!  I have Action Rentals that has an 18' pontoon boat that can 
have a full scoop live bait tank, but it is only rated for 4 people.  A 20' Pontoon boat with 9-10 
people but no live bait tank. I have a 12' Gregor that can take me and 2 others as well. Call me if 
this type of outing is of interest.  

Now the food, I will be providing the main courses for all the outings, except April, will be as fol-
lows; 

January will be Burgers, February  will be Hot Soup or Chili or Stew, March will be Hot Dogs and 
May will be Teriyaki Chicken Sandwiches!  Y'all can feel free to add accessories to the menu! 

If anyone has questions or suggestions, please contact me at 925-519-5616. 

 

 

SALTWATER 

 

The Off-shore salt water trips are being scheduled, with the option to combine with the Oceanside Senior An-

glers.  This will give us a lot more options and opportunities. 

Bill Modi 
Saltwater Vice President 

Jerry Watanabe 
On Shore Fishing Chairperson 

ON SHORE FISHING 
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 CLUB EVENTS 
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 For those who didn’t attend the Awards Banquet and Holiday Party, the following awards were 

Presented: 

The Founders Award Rich and Cindy Bruemmer 

Lady Angler of the Year   Cindy Bruemmer 

 

Large Fish of the Year 

Saltwater 1 Paul Lorson 5 lbs. 12 oz, Rockfish 

Saltwater ll                             Jim Stevenson 92 lb. Halibut 

Freshwater I Kevin Lord 4 lbs. 15 oz. Bass 

Freshwater ll         Brian Shultz 14 lbs. 4 oz. Catfish 

On Shore l                                Gene Smallwood 1.75 lbs. Bay Bass 

 

 

Also recognized for their contributions were: 

The Officers and Board of Directors and 

The Sunshine Lady          Joann Jauert 

Website                            Paul Lorson 

Facebook Coordinator     Monique Smock 

Onshore Fishing              Cheryl Brandstrom 

Opportunity Drawings      Marge Lovelady 

Community Events           Hank Skaja and John Jessop 

ESA Video                        Ron Parker 

Wagon Masters The Smock’s, The Taylor’s, The Bruemmer’s, The Wilson’s 

Club Events                     Cheryl Brandstrom, Brenda McQueen and Ron Quinlan, Jimmy Eghaneyan 

  and Fariba Talebi, Marge Lovelady, Karen Taylor and Betty Allen 

 

 

 

 

             Jim MacIsaac wrapped up the event by presenting our club with a         

 generous, and  very much appreciated donation to our club from the      

 Hidden Valley Kiwanis Club for our support in Community Events. 

 

AWARDS BANQUET AND HOLIDAY PARTY 
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MORE CLUB EVENTS 

 
KT was presented a jacket as appreciation 
for her service on the board. 
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SUNSHINE 

Joann Jauert 

DID YOU KNOW?  

 

Did you know that Auld Lang Syne (Times Long Past) was adapted and partially written by Robert Burns? 

CELEBRATIONS 

FISHING FOODIES 

 Our January Fishing Foodie gift card will be to Pegah’s Escondido.  Hope to see you there! 

Happy New Year to all Senior Anglers!  I hope that your December was filled with fun and many family        

moments.  To those of you who have renewed your 2026 SAE dues, thank you!  To the rest of you, let’s start 

the New Year right and get those dues paid. 

Since we did not meet in December, there is no Fishing Foodie winner and no Opportunity Drawing winners.  

MEMBERSHIP 

Linda Perdue 
 Membership Director 

1/06 Mike Springer 

1/07 Bill Colwell 

1/10 Marilyn Francis 

1/15 Annie Brown 

1/17 Kim Geis 

1/18 Bill Kirchnavy 

1/19 Fariba Talebi 

1/22 Natalia Graf 

1/25 Nicky Lovejoy 

1/25 Ralph Medina 

1/26 Karen Springer 

1/31 Colleen Wilson 

1/06 Bob & Karen Taylor 

1/14 Gene & Mary Smallwood 

1/15 Ron & Carol Parker 

1/16 David & Sandra Martinez 



9 

 HOOK, LINE AND SINKER                                                                                                                                                                          JANUARY 2026  

 MEETINGS 

Submitted by Tony Smock  and Al Wilson 

ON THE LIGHT SIDE 

Our January meeting will be on the 9th.  Our meeting for February will be on the 13th.  It will be at the same 

location: The American Legion Hall at 9:30 a.m.  Hope to see you all there! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2026 

* Jan 5 Trout Challenge Lake Wohlford Freshwater 

* Jan 09 Board and General Meeting Year in Review-R Parker  

* Jan 19 On Shore, Carlsbad State Park, 7 am to 12 noon  Jerry Watanabe On Shore 

* Jan 22-27 Yucaipa Campout Freshwater 

* Feb 13 Board and General Meeting  

* Feb 17 On Shore, Oceanside Pier (main pier), 7 am to 12 noon  Jerry Watanabe On Shore 

* Feb 21 Youth Day  

* Mar 3-12 Santee Lakes Campout Freshwater 

* Mar 13 Board and General Meeting  

* Mar 19 On Shore, Carlsbad Lagoon, 7 am to 12 noon  Jerry Watanabe On Shore 

* Apr 10 Board and General Meeting  

* Apr TBD Spring Fling  

* Apr 23 On Shore, Mission Bay, Boat Day, 9 am to 1 pm  Jerry Watanabe On Shore 

* May 8 Board and General Meeting  

* May 21 On Shore, Vacation Island Park, 8 am to 2 pm  Jerry Watanabe On Shore 

* June 12 Board and General Meeting  

** June 27 June 27-July 3rd  Trip to Sitka, Alaska   Contact Gerry Graf  

* July 10 Board and General Meeting  

* Aug 14 Board and General Meeting  

* Sept 11 Board and General Meeting  

* Oct 9 Board and General Meeting  

* Nov 13 Board and General Meeting  

* Nov TBD Fall Feast  

* Dec TBD Holiday Banquet  

* Dec 11 Board Meeting  

    

    * New or changed event 
** Not a Club Sponsored Event 
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Senior Anglers of Escondido 
Mailing address and meeting place: 

 
American Legion Post 149 

c/o Senior Anglers of Escondido 
230 E Park Ave. 

Escondido, CA 92025 
 

General Meeting:      9:30 AM      2nd Friday of the month  
 

www.senioranglersofescondido.net 
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